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“Generations: Grandma, Vaudeville & Me”  

In “Generations: Grandma, Vaudeville & Me” Bob E Thomas tells poignant and entertaining stories about his 
grandmother, a consummate storyteller, and Joe Stirling Beath, a 1930’s Vaudeville Tap Dancer. “Generations” 
vividly illustrates to children that the past is alive in those living near and with us.  Bob’s stories help children 
understand that the lives of their grandparents and other seniors give them a direct connection to American history 
and the past. There is participation for the children in the program, and Bob performs several virtuosic tap dances, 
including an up-tempo Buck and Wing and a lovely old-fashioned Softshoe. To fi nish the program, children come 
on stage and do a “Hip Hop Charleston” dance as a fi nale.

The program engages and brings together chil dren and seniors, encouraging them to fi nd and share their com mon 
ex pe ri enc es, their different (and similar) stories about growing up.  This pro gram helps children to realize that their lives and 
experiences are connected to the past, to people and events that have gone before, pro vid ing both chil dren and adults with 
a sense of com mu ni ty and empowerment.  Audience mem bers will also have the ex pe ri ence of a live per for mance by an 
ex pe ri enced professional storyteller, dancer and per form er.

Generations is part of the children with seniors and grandparents program, part of the living history program at South 
Elementary. Much of Bob’s work in volves researching and performing popular Amer i can performing arts from the 1920’s to the 
1940’s.  To that end, he has worked with and interviewed many older Americans about their work and their experiences.  Over the 
years Bob has used his personal experiences and the stories of others to explore the uni ver sal i ty of human ex pe ri ence.  
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Bob will send the venue sponsor three sets of press materials for the local newspapers. The press-releases each have a color 
photo, a backgrounder release on Generations, a bio of Bob as performer and storyteller, and several pages of press clippings from past 
performances. These are sent to local newspapers, which then often send a photographer and reporter to cover the program, with the 
newspapers publishing notice articles before the program, and afterwards LCC captioned photos, which increase and enhance the LCC’s 
visibility in the community. 

 Bob Thomas has written and performed many original and acclaimed storytelling, mono logue and dance shows across the U.S., Canada, 
Hong Kong, and Taiwan.  He danced with the Boston Pops Orchestra on the Esplanade on July 4th 1995, and he has an MFA in Creative 
NonFiction Writing from Goucher College in Baltimore.  “It takes a unique performer to weave stories of rural Pennsylvania and vintage 
Vaudeville dance moves into an educational and en ter tain ing program.”--Ludlow Register.    “Bob Th o mas is an ap peal ing sto ry tell er, with 
an energy some where between Mr. Rogers and Robin Williams” --Orlando Sentinel.     “Bob Thomas razzle-dazzles at Stoneham Library”-
-Stoneham Sun head line. 


