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In B
ob Thom

asô G
enerations: G

randm
a, Vaudeville &

 M
e, B

ob tells poignant and 
entertaining stories about how

 his grandm
other, a consum

m
ate storyteller, and Joe S

tirling 
B

eath, a 1930ôs Vaudeville Tap D
ancer, inspired him

, both as a person and as an artist. In 
addition to telling about Joe the Vaudeville dancerôs inþuence on his life, B

ob also perform
s 

several Vaudeville dances, including a B
uck &

 W
ing and a S

oftshoe dance.

B
ob E. Thom

as grew
 up in rural Pennsylvania in a sm

all tow
n called M

anheim
, just north of 

Lancaster, PA
, sm

ack in the m
iddle of A

m
ish country. Years later, B

ob is now
 a nationally-know

n 
perform

er, telling --and show
ing-- how

 he becam
e a dancer and storyteller in G

enerations: 
G

randm
a, Vaudeville &

 M
e.  

B
obôs grandm

other w
as born in 1891 and she grew

 up on a Pennsylvania farm
 w

here her 
fam

ily grew
 vegetables and raised pigs and cow

s for sale at the Lancaster farm
ersô m

arket, ten 
m

iles aw
ay.  In the story G

randm
a and H

ank the H
orse B

ob tells how
 his grandm

a told him
 a 

story that heôs alw
ays rem

em
bered. 

B
obôs grandm

other say: ñYou see, w
hen I w

as about ten I w
ould go w

ith m
y father to the 

Lancaster [PA
] M

arket w
here heôd sell vegetables and m

eat. To get there at daw
n, w

e had to 
leave at m

idnight. A
nd there w

as this one night that w
e had quite an adventure!ò

In the second story on the program
, B

ear H
unt, B

ob follow
s a storytelling tradition 

involving audience participation he learned from
 his grandfather. In the story B

ob brings 
children on-stage and leads them

 on a journey of the im
agination... through im

passable corn 
ýelds, over great m

ountains, dow
n steep cliffs, across deep cold-w

ater lakes, and, ýnally, up a 
great old tree w

here they ýnd a great sm
elly... B

ear!

In Vaudeville, the third story, B
ob explains, ñI learned to dance the B

uck-and-W
ing [tap 

dance] from
 Joe Stirling B

eath in the 1980ôs. Joe him
self learned it in the 1920ôs from

 an 
old Irish Vaudeville dancer w

hoôd ýrst learned it in the 1880ôs.ò  

A
s part of the story B

ob perform
s som

e Soft-Shoe, B
uck-and-W

ing and Jazz Tap D
ance.  

ñYou donôt learn tap dancing from
 a book,ò B

ob says in the program
, ñsom

eone has to teach you.ò 
H

e adds, ñA
nd w

hen Joe taught m
e to tap dance, he included m

e in a tradition. A
nd w

hen 
he did that, he m

ade m
e a part of history.ò  

For the program
ôs ýnale, B

ob brings children from
 the audience on-stage to learn and 

perform
 a dance done to m

odern H
ip-H

op m
usic. O

nly, as it turns out, the ñhip-hopò dance 
steps are from

 the C
harleston and the 1930ôs B

ig A
pple dance!



B
O

B
 E. TH

O
M

A
S

, Storyteller

ñIt takes a unique perform
er to w

eave stories into an educational and entertaining 
program

. Thom
as tapped and talked his w

ay into the hearts of the youngsters..ò                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                ð

 The Ludlow
 R

egister

ñA m
arvelous dancer and m

im
e, he is also a brilliant storyteller.ò ð

Vue M
agazine, 

                                                                                                                                                          C
anada

ñW
hat keeps you w

atching is his þuid m
ovem

ent and convincing ability for acting 
out the visual im

agery of an encounter.ò                              ð
Edm

onton Journal, C
anada, ô97

ñB
ob E. Thom

as ýnds a w
arm

ly entertaining off-the-w
all energy som

ew
here                 

betw
een M

r. R
ogers and R

obin W
illiam

s.ò                                                ð
Edm

onton Journal

ñTap artist and com
ic genius B

ob Thom
as.ò ð

 W
ayne Self, N

ew
 England Arts Foundation

B
ob E. Thom

as is w
ell know

n as a w
riter and perform

er of original solo storytelling and 
dance program

s. H
is show

s feature creative, exciting and often funny stories show
casing 

his m
any rem

arkable talents and skills. H
is program

s are a unique m
ix of storytelling, theater, 

m
ovem

ent, m
im

e, sound effects, and dance.

In addition to his m
any original and w

ell-received childrenôs program
s, heôs w

ritten tw
o 

successful solo m
onologue &

 dance show
s.  H

is aw
ards include a 1997 ñC

riticôs C
hoiceò at 

the Edm
onton Theater Fringe and a C

riticôs ñTop Tenò at the O
rlando International Theater 

Fringe. 

B
ob is also w

ell know
n as director of The K

am
ikaze Jitterbugs, w

hich The B
oston G

lobe 
headlined ñJitterbugs S

hake the D
ust off the S

teps of the P
astò.  W

hile dance critic D
ebra C

ash 
added, ñB

ob Thom
as offers the m

ost dance value for the buck.ò 

The K
am

ikaze Jitterbugs danced w
ith the B

oston Pops O
rchestra on July Fourth 1995 -- for a 

live audience of 325,000 and broadcast on national TV, w
ith the S

an A
ntonio S

ym
phony P

ops in 
2002 to standing ovations, and they toured A

sia in 1994 w
ith the A

rtie Shaw
 O

rchestra.  

B
ob is on faculty teaching tap dance at D

ean C
ollege, and he also taught at R

oger W
illiam

s 
U

niversity for four years. In past years he choreographed m
any pieces for the M

ilton A
cadem

y 
dance departm

ent, and has taught m
aster classes at H

arvard U
niversity, The A

m
erican C

ollege 
D

ance Festival (A
C

D
F), B

oston U
niversity, and M

IT.




