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Bob E. Thomasi
Generations: Grandma, Vaudeville & Me

In Bob Thomasi Generations: Grandma, Vaudeville & Me, Bob tells poignant and
entertaining stories about how his grandmother, a consummate storyteller, and Joe Stirling
Beath, a 1930is Vaudeville Tap Dancer, inspired him, both as a person and as an artist. In
addition to telling about Joe the Vaudeville danceris inpuence on his life, Bob also performs
several Vaudeville dances, including a Buck & Wing and a Softshoe dance.

Bob E. Thomas grew up in rural Pennsylvania in a small town called Manheim, just north of
Lancaster, PA, smack in the middle of Amish country. Years later, Bob is now a nationally-known
performer, telling --and showing-- how he became a dancer and storyteller in Generations:
Grandma, Vaudeville & Me.

Bobis grandmother was born in 1891 and she grew up on a Pennsylvania farm where her
family grew vegetables and raised pigs and cows for sale at the Lancaster farmersi market, ten
miles away. In the story Grandma and Hank the Horse Bob tells how his grandma told him a
story that heis always remembered.

Bobis grandmother say: fiYou see, when | was about ten | would go with my father to the
Lancaster [PA] Market where heid sell vegetables and meat. To get there at dawn, we had to
leave at midnight. And there was this one night that we had quite an adventure!o

In the second story on the program, Bear Hunt, Bob follows a storytelling tradition
involving audience participation he learned from his grandfather. In the story Bob brings
children on-stage and leads them on a journey of the imagination... through impassable corn
yelds, over great mountains, down steep cliffs, across deep cold-water lakes, and, ynally, up a
great old tree where they ynd a great smelly... Bear!

In Vaudeville, the third story, Bob explains, fil learned to dance the Buck-and-Wing [tap
dance] from Joe Stirling Beath in the 1980is. Joe himself learned it in the 19206s from an
old Irish Vaudeville dancer whoid yrst learned it in the 1880is.0

As part of the story Bob performs some Soft-Shoe, Buck-and-Wing and Jazz Tap Dance.

fiYou donit learn tap dancing from a book,0 Bob says in the program, isomeone has to teach you.o
He adds, AiAnd when Joe taught me to tap dance, he included me in a tradition. And when
he did that, he made me a part of history.o

For the programis ynale, Bob brings children from the audience on-stage to learn and
perform a dance done to modern Hip-Hop music. Only, as it turns out, the fihip-hopo dance
steps are from the Charleston and the 1930is Big Apple dance!
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BOB E. THOMAS, storyteller

»

filt takes a unique performer to weave stories into an educational and entertaining

program. Thomas tapped and talked his way into the hearts of the youngsters..0
0 The Ludlow Register

AA marvelous dancer and mime, he is also a brilliant storyteller.0 8 Vue Magazine,

Canada
fiwhat keeps you watching is his puid movement and convincing ability for acting
out the visual imagery of an encounter.o & Edmonton Journal, Canada, (97

fiBob E. Thomas ynds a warmly entertaining off-the-wall energy somewhere
between Mr. Rogers and Robin Williams.o 8 Edmonton Journal

fiTap artist and comic genius Bob Thomas.0 8 Wayne Self, New England Arts Foundation

Bob E. Thomas is well known as a writer and performer of original solo storytelling and
dance programs. His shows feature creative, exciting and often funny stories showcasing
his many remarkable talents and skills. His programs are a unique mix of storytelling, theater,
movement, mime, sound effects, and dance.

In addition to his many original and well-received childrenis programs, heis written two
successful solo monologue & dance shows. His awards include a 1997 fiCriticis Choiceo at
the Edmonton Theater Fringe and a Criticis iTop Teno at the Orlando International Theater
Fringe.

Bob is also well known as director of The Kamikaze Jitterbugs, which The Boston Globe
headlined fiJitterbugs Shake the Dust off the Steps of the Pasti. While dance critic Debra Cash
added, iBob Thomas offers the most dance value for the buck.o

The Kamikaze Jitterbugs danced with the Boston Pops Orchestra on July Fourth 1995 -- for a
live audience of 325,000 and broadcast on national TV, with the San Antonio Symphony Pops in
2002 to standing ovations, and they toured Asia in 1994 with the Artie Shaw Orchestra.

Bob is on faculty teaching tap dance at Dean College, and he also taught at Roger Williams
University for four years. In past years he choreographed many pieces for the Milton Academy
dance department, and has taught master classes at Harvard University, The American College
Dance Festival (ACDF), Boston University, and MIT.






