
B
ob E Thom

as’ Tap Into Reading
B

ob E Thom
as’ fun and educational program

 Tap Into R
eading contains an exciting m

ix of stories, poem
s, 

and audience participation, all em
phasizing the im

portance of reading. Throughout the hour-long program
, 

B
ob brings every m

om
ent alive w

ith his skillfull use of m
ovem

ent, hum
or, tap-dancing and tap-dance 

sound effects! 

In the fi rst story “Lost R
eader’s Treasure” sister and brother Esther and R

aym
ond fi nd a yellow

ed sheet of 
paper w

ith clues to a treasure in an old book on the bargain shelf at their local library. The clues lead them
 

into the boarded-up and deserted old house of a deceased and once-fam
ous w

riter, w
here they solve riddles 

about gram
m

ar left by the author leading them
 through secret panels and hidden stairw

ays. 

For exam
ple, in the pantry they discover a riddle leading them

 to their next clue: “A
 little dip that oddly 

tw
ists / It separates those things you list / Like sister, auntie, dad and m

om
m

a,/ You separate them
 all w

ith 
a... com

m
a!” Throughout the story, B

ob uses tap dancing to provide ghostly and scary sound effects for the 
m

any secret panels, trap doors, and other puzzles. 

In the program
 B

ob also perform
s a children’s poem

, a R
ap-style version of Jam

es W
hitcom

b R
iley’s 1904 

poem
 “Jack the G

iant K
iller: The B

ad B
oys’ Version!”   W

hile the children in the audience clap and snap 
their fi ngers to keep tim

e, B
ob does a w

acky “R
ap” dance w

ith tap dance breaks to their accom
panim

ent.

The fi nal story-play is “R
ead, R

ead, R
ead!”  To begin, M

ax and his younger sister Tina are getting ready 
for bedtim

e (they and all the other characters in this story-play are portrayed by children from
 the audi-

ence). M
ax is supposed to read to his sister, but instead M

ax proclaim
s, “I hate reading! I w

ish books 
w

ould just disappear!” A
nd he proceeds to close the book, fl op dow

n in a chair, and -- ignoring Tina’s 
protests -- fall soundly asleep. 

M
om

ents later, he’s surprised to open his eyes to see The C
at In The H

at running in circles: “O
ne thing, 

tw
o thing, w

here are you!?” O
ther popular book characters also appear, including the G

ood W
itch from

 the 
W

est (she says, “I’m
 still around because no one reads The W

izard of O
z.” M

ax says, “The W
izard of O

z is 
a book!?), H

arry Potter (w
ho points his w

and at M
ax and shouts, “You m

ust be Valdem
ort to have m

ade all 
the books disappear!”), and fi nally Trunchbull from

 R
oald D

ahl’s M
atilda (portrayed by an adult from

 the 
audience in costum

e!).

The various book characters teach M
ax the three steps of reading (w

ith B
ob’s help), each accom

panied by 
a sim

ple rhythm
ic dance step: 1. U

se your im
agination 2. O

pen the book and read left to right 3. G
et dow

n 
and do it!. 

M
ax and the other characters gather together in the m

iddle of the stage for a dram
atic reading of the begin-

ning of A
n U

nfortunate Series of Events -- “If you are interested in stories w
ith a happy ending, you w

ould 
be better off reading som

e other book. In this book there is no happy ending, there is no happy beginning 
and very few

 happy thing in the m
iddle!” Then they’re joined on stage by children from

 the audience to 
perform

 the program
’s dance fi nale “R

ead, R
ead, R

ead!” as done to the 1940’s sw
ing dance hit “Sing, Sing, 

Sing!”



B
O

B
 E. TH

O
M

A
S

, Storyteller

“It takes a unique perform
er to w

eave stories into an educational and en ter tain ing 
program

. Thom
as tapped and talked his w

ay into the hearts of the young sters..”                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                —

 The Ludlow
 R

egister

“A m
arvelous dancer and m

im
e, he is also a brilliant storyteller.” —

Vue M
agazine, 

                                                                                                                                                          C
anada

“W
hat keeps you w

atching is his fl uid m
ovem

ent and convincing ability for act ing 
out the visual im

agery of an encounter.”                              —
Edm

onton Journal, C
anada, ’97

“B
ob E. Thom

as fi nds a
w

arm
ly entertaining off-the-w

all energy som
ew

here                 
be tw

een M
r. R

ogers and R
obin W

illiam
s.”                                                —

Edm
onton Journal

“Tap artist and com
ic genius B

ob Thom
as.” —

 W
ayne Self, N

ew
 England Arts Foundation

B
ob E. Thom

as is w
ell know

n as a w
riter and perform

er of original solo storytelling and 
dance program

s. H
is show

s feature creative, exciting and often funny stories show
casing 

his m
any rem

arkable talents and skills. H
is program

s are a unique m
ix of storytelling, theater, 

m
ovem

ent, m
im

e, sound effects, and dance.

In addition to his m
any original and w

ell-received children’s program
s, he’s w

ritten tw
o 

successful solo m
onologue &

 dance show
s.  H

is aw
ards include a 1997 “C

ritic’s C
hoice” at 

the Edm
onton Theater Fringe and a C

ritic’s “Top Ten” at the O
rlando International Theater 

Fringe. 

B
ob is also w

ell know
n as director of The K

am
ikaze Jitterbugs, w

hich The B
oston G

lobe
headlined “Jitterbugs S

hake the D
ust off the S

teps of the P
ast”.  W

hile dance critic D
ebra C

ash 
added, “B

ob Thom
as offers the m

ost dance value for the buck.” 

The K
am

ikaze Jitterbugs danced w
ith the B

oston Pops O
rchestra on July Fourth 1995 -- for a 

live audience of 325,000 and broadcast on national TV, w
ith the S

an A
ntonio S

ym
phony P

ops in 
2002 to standing ovations, and they toured A

sia in 1994 w
ith the A

rtie Shaw
 O

rchestra.  

B
ob is on faculty teaching tap dance at D

ean C
ollege, and he also taught at R

oger W
illiam

s 
U

niversity for four years. In past years he choreographed m
any pieces for the M

ilton A
cadem

y 
dance departm

ent, and has taught m
aster classes at H

arvard U
niversity, The A

m
erican C

ollege 
D

ance Festival (A
C

D
F), B

oston U
niversity, and M

IT.


