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Bob E Thomas, The Dancing Storyteller
When the Animals Danced

Bob E Thomasi storytelling and dance program When The Animals Danced
features stories with dance, comedy, and audience participation. In fiQuick
Sando, Bob opens the story by pouring sand into his on-stage sand box. He then
uses storytelling, mime, movement and sand-dancing to bring alive the characters in
the story, with every part of the story accompanied by sand-dancing sound effects,
including a locomotive, a giant stone door, and a treasure buried deep in the sand.

fiQuick Sando is an original story about Luke, a Jerboa-rat (whois iAgent 7-11, 24-hour
secret agent Jerboa, Jerboa Bondo) and his friend Jasmine (iThe Deadly Ninja Goato).
Luke the desert mouse and his friend Jasmine the goat bravely go into the Egyptian
desert after two men who have trapped Lukeis father in the treasure tomb of an ancient
pyramid. Luke and Jasmine pursue the thieves into the desert, bravely go into the dark,
and brave other dangers, rescuing Lukeis father from the ancient Egyptian tomb and
bringing him home along with considerable jewels and treasure.

fiRustie the Ambitious Roostero features a wildly-costumed rooster (yes, itis Bob with
a beak, chicken legs, and red tu-tu feathers!) who wants to be famous. Rustie wants

to be like the graceful swans who dance down at the pond. Unfortunately, when Rustie
dances to ballet music from fiSwan Lakeo, he is not a swan, but a silly rooster who falls
down a lot. Finally, taking the advice of his friend Droopy the Dog, Rustie the ambitous
rooser decides to fibe himselfo, discovering that loves to tap dance, ynishing the story by
doing an exciting tap dance to Louis Jordanis iNobody But Us Chickenso.

filn the ynale, iWhen the Animals Dancedo, children from the audience come forward
and don stuffed animals on ribbons around their necks, acting out the events of the
story under Bobis gentle and deft direction. It begins with four zoo animals from far-
away (a gorilla, elephant, zebra and tiger) who are homesick for home. Every day they
wake up and say, iiThis isnit home.o And then they each do a dance step they remember
from when they were young back at their home.

Then one night they hear mysterious drumming and chanting (performed by children
in the audience) and a mysterious shadowy ygure releases them from their pens.
When they leave their cages, they discover theyive been freed by four local animals (a
lamb, pig, rabbit, and bear) who every morning say, fiYep, this is home.o And the four
local animals are eager to trade stories and dance steps with them. Which they do in a
rousing dance ynale.

To ynish the show, children from the audience come on stage to perform a
wonderful and fun dance ynale featuring thatis all about endangered animals
fiStayini Alive!o While doing a kids-as-animals fun disco dance!
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BOB E. THOMAS, The Dancing Storyteller

filt takes a unique performer to weave stories into an educational and entertaining

program. Thomas tapped and talked his way into the hearts of the youngsters..0
0 The Ludlow Register

A marvelous dancer and mime, he is also a brilliant storyteller.0 8 Vue Magazine,

Canada
fiWhat keeps you watching is his puid movement and convincing ability for acting
out the visual imagery of an encounter.o & Edmonton Journal, Canada, (97

fiBob E. Thomas ynds a warmly entertaining off-the-wall energy somewhere
between Mr. Rogers and Robin Williams.o 8 Edmonton Journal

fiTap artist and comic genius Bob Thomas.0 8 Wayne Self, New England Arts Foundation

Bob E. Thomas is well known as a writer and performer of original storytelling and dance
programs for children, families and adults. His shows feature creative, exciting and often funny
stories showcasing his many remarkable talents and skills. His programs are a unique mix of
storytelling, theater, movement, mime, sound effects, and dance.

His most popular and acclaimed programs for children and families are When the Animals
Danced with a costume-play featuring children from the audience; Larry Blotter and The
Sorcereris Poem, a fun and gentle spoof of the Harry Potter stories with lots of clever humor,
participation, costumes, and fun; and Generations: Grandma, Vaudeville & Me in which Bob tells
of learning to tap dance from an old Vaudeville dancer and performs the Buck-and-Wing.

In addition to his family shows, Bob has written and toured two successful solo monologue
& dance shows for adults. His awards include a 1997 fiCriticis Choice0 at the Edmonton
Theater Fringe and a Criticis iTop Teno at the Orlando International Theater Fringe.

Bob is also well known as director of The Kamikaze Jitterbugs. The Kamikaze Jitterbugs
danced with the Boston Pops Orchestra on July Fourth 1995 for a live audience of 325,000 and
a national TV audience, with the San Antonio Symphony Pops and Jacksonville (Florida) Pops to
standing ovations, at the Newport Jazz Festival, and in Asia with the Artie Shaw Orchestra.

Bob is on faculty teaching tap dance at Dean College, and faculty previous to that at Roger
Williams University for four years. Hets also taught master classes at Milton Academy, Harvard
University, The American College Dance Festival (ACDF), Boston University, and MIT.






