
B
ob E

 Thom
as, The D

ancing S
toryteller

W
hen the A

nim
als D

anced
B

ob E Thom
asô storytelling and dance program

 W
hen The A

nim
als D

anced 
features stories w

ith dance, com
edy, and audience participation.   In ñQ

uick 
Sandò, B

ob opens the story by pouring sand into his on-stage sand box. H
e then 

uses storytelling, m
im

e, m
ovem

ent and sand-dancing to bring alive the characters in 
the story, w

ith every part of the story accom
panied by sand-dancing sound effects, 

including a locom
otive, a giant stone door, and a treasure buried deep in the sand.

ñQ
uick S

andò is an original story about Luke, a Jerboa-rat (w
hoôs ñA

gent 7-11, 24-hour 
secret agent Jerboa, Jerboa B

ondò) and his friend Jasm
ine (ñThe D

eadly N
inja G

oatò). 
Luke the desert m

ouse and his friend Jasm
ine the goat bravely go into the E

gyptian 
desert after tw

o m
en w

ho have trapped Lukeôs father in the treasure tom
b of an ancient 

pyram
id. Luke and Jasm

ine pursue the thieves into the desert, bravely go into the dark, 
and brave other dangers, rescuing Lukeôs father from

 the ancient E
gyptian tom

b and 
bringing him

 hom
e along w

ith considerable jew
els and treasure.

ñR
ustie the A

m
bitious R

oosterò features a w
ildly-costum

ed rooster (yes, itôs B
ob w

ith 
a beak, chicken legs, and red tu-tu feathers!) w

ho w
ants to be fam

ous. R
ustie w

ants 
to be like the graceful sw

ans w
ho dance dow

n at the pond. U
nfortunately, w

hen R
ustie 

dances to ballet m
usic from

 ñS
w

an Lakeò, he is not a sw
an, but a silly rooster w

ho falls 
dow

n a lot. Finally, taking the advice of his friend D
roopy the D

og, R
ustie the am

bitous 
rooser decides to ñbe him

selfò, discovering that loves to tap dance, ýnishing the story by 
doing an exciting tap dance to Louis Jordanôs ñN

obody B
ut U

s C
hickensò.

ñIn the ýnale, ñW
hen the A

nim
als D

ancedò, children from
 the audience com

e forw
ard 

and don stuffed anim
als on ribbons around their necks, acting out the events of the 

story under B
obôs gentle and deft direction. It begins w

ith four zoo anim
als from

 far-
aw

ay (a gorilla, elephant, zebra and tiger) w
ho are hom

esick for hom
e. E

very day they 
w

ake up and say, ñThis isn ôt hom
e.ò A

nd then they each do a dance step they rem
em

ber 
from

 w
hen they w

ere young back at their hom
e. 

Then one night they hear m
ysterious drum

m
ing and chanting (perform

ed by children 
in the audience) and a m

ysterious shadow
y ýgure releases them

 from
 their pens. 

W
hen they leave their cages, they discover theyôve been freed by four local anim

als (a 
lam

b, pig, rabbit, and bear) w
ho every m

orning say, ñYep, this is hom
e.ò A

nd the four 
local anim

als are eager to trade stories and dance steps w
ith them

. W
hich they do in a 

rousing dance ýnale.  

To ýnish the show
, children from

 the audience com
e on stage to perform

 a 
w

onderful and fun dance ýnale featuring that ôs all about endangered anim
als  

ñStayinô A
live!ò W

hile doing a kids-as-anim
als fun disco dance!



B
O

B
 E. TH

O
M

A
S

, The D
ancing Storyteller

ñIt takes a unique perform
er to w

eave stories into an educational and entertaining 
program

. Thom
as tapped and talked his w

ay into the hearts of the youngsters..ò                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                ð

 The Ludlow
 R

egister

ñA m
arvelous dancer and m

im
e, he is also a brilliant storyteller.ò ð

Vue M
agazine, 

                                                                                                                                                          C
anada

ñW
hat keeps you w

atching is his þuid m
ovem

ent and convincing ability for acting 
out the visual im

agery of an encounter.ò                              ð
Edm

onton Journal, C
anada, ô97

ñB
ob E. Thom

as ýnds a w
arm

ly entertaining off-the-w
all energy som

ew
here                 

betw
een M

r. R
ogers and R

obin W
illiam

s.ò                                                ð
Edm

onton Journal

ñTap artist and com
ic genius B

ob Thom
as.ò ð

 W
ayne Self, N

ew
 England Arts Foundation

B
ob E. Thom

as is w
ell know

n as a w
riter and perform

er of original storytelling and dance 
program

s for children, fam
ilies and adults. H

is show
s feature creative, exciting and often funny 

stories show
casing his m

any rem
arkable talents and skills. H

is program
s are a unique m

ix of 
storytelling, theater, m

ovem
ent, m

im
e, sound effects, and dance.

H
is m

ost popular and acclaim
ed program

s for children and fam
ilies are W

hen the A
nim

als 
D

anced w
ith a costum

e-play featuring children from
 the audience; Larry B

lotter and The 
Sorcererôs Poem

, a fun and gentle spoof of the H
arry P

otter stories w
ith lots of clever hum

or, 
participation, costum

es, and fun; and G
enerations: G

randm
a, Vaudeville &

 M
e in w

hich B
ob tells 

of learning to tap dance from
 an old Vaudeville dancer and perform

s the B
uck-and-W

ing.

In addition to his fam
ily show

s, B
ob has w

ritten and toured tw
o successful solo m

onologue 
&

 dance show
s for adults.  H

is aw
ards include a 1997 ñC

riticôs C
hoiceò at the Edm

onton 
Theater Fringe and a C

riticôs ñTop Tenò at the O
rlando International Theater Fringe. 

B
ob is also w

ell know
n as director of The K

am
ikaze Jitterbugs. The K

am
ikaze Jitterbugs 

danced w
ith the B

oston Pops O
rchestra on July Fourth 1995 for a live audience of 325,000 and 

a national TV
 audience, w

ith the S
an A

ntonio S
ym

phony P
ops and Jacksonville (Florida) P

ops to 
standing ovations, at the N

ew
port Jazz Festival, and in A

sia w
ith the A

rtie Shaw
 O

rchestra.

B
ob is on faculty teaching tap dance at D

ean C
ollege, and faculty previous to that at R

oger 
W

illiam
s U

niversity for four years.  H
eôs also taught m

aster classes at M
ilton A

cadem
y, H

arvard 
U

niversity, The A
m

erican C
ollege D

ance Festival (A
C

D
F), B

oston U
niversity, and M

IT.




