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B

ob E Thom
as’ storytelling and dance program

 W
hen The A

nim
als D

anced 
features stories w

ith dance, com
edy, and audience participation.  In “Q

uick 
Sand”, B

ob opens the story by pouring sand into his on-stage sand box. H
e then 

uses storytelling, m
im

e, m
ovem

ent and sand-dancing to bring alive the characters in 
the story, w

ith every part of the story accom
panied by sand-dancing sound effects, 

including a locom
otive, a giant stone door, and a treasure buried deep in the sand.

“Q
uick S

and” is an original story about Luke, a Jerboa-rat (w
ho’s “A

gent 7-11, 24-hour 
secret agent Jerboa, Jerboa B

ond”) and his friend Jasm
ine (“The D

eadly N
inja G

oat”). 
Luke the desert m

ouse and his friend Jasm
ine the goat bravely go into the E

gyptian 
desert after tw

o m
en w

ho have trapped Luke’s father in the treasure tom
b of an ancient 

pyram
id. Luke and Jasm

ine pursue the thieves into the desert, bravely go into the dark, 
and brave other dangers, rescuing Luke’s father from

 the ancient E
gyptian tom

b and 
bringing him

 hom
e along w

ith considerable jew
els and treasure.

“R
ustie the A

m
bitious R

ooster” features a w
ildly-costum

ed rooster (yes, it’s B
ob w

ith 
a beak, chicken legs, and red tu-tu feathers!) w

ho w
ants to be fam

ous. R
ustie w

ants 
to be like the graceful sw

ans w
ho dance dow

n at the pond. U
nfortunately, w

hen R
ustie 

dances to ballet m
usic from

 “S
w

an Lake”, he is not a sw
an, but a silly rooster w

ho falls 
dow

n a lot. Finally, taking the advice of his friend D
roopy the D

og, R
ustie the am

bitous 
rooser decides to “be him

self”, discovering that loves to tap dance, fi nishing the story by 
doing an exciting tap dance to Louis Jordan’s “N

obody B
ut U

s C
hickens”.

“In the fi nale, “W
hen the A

nim
als D

anced”, children from
 the audience com

e forw
ard 

and don stuffed anim
als on ribbons around their necks, acting out the events of the 

story under B
ob’s gentle and deft direction. It begins w

ith four zoo anim
als from

 far-
aw

ay (a gorilla, elephant, zebra and tiger) w
ho are hom

esick for hom
e. E

very day they 
w

ake up and say, “This isn’t hom
e.” A

nd then they each do a dance step they rem
em

ber 
from

 w
hen they w

ere young back at their hom
e. 

Then one night they hear m
ysterious drum

m
ing and chanting (perform

ed by children 
in the audience) and a m

ysterious shadow
y fi gure releases them

 from
 their pens. 

W
hen they leave their cages, they discover they’ve been freed by four local anim

als (a 
lam

b, pig, rabbit, and bear) w
ho every m

orning say, “Yep, this is hom
e.” A

nd the four 
local anim

als are eager to trade stories and dance steps w
ith them

. W
hich they do in a 

rousing dance fi nale.  

To fi nish the show
, children from

 the audience com
e on stage to perform

 a 
w

onderful and fun dance fi nale featuring that’s all about endangered anim
als  

“Stayin’ A
live!” W

hile doing a kids-as-anim
als fun disco dance!
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“It takes a unique perform
er to w

eave stories into an educational and en ter tain ing 
program

. Thom
as tapped and talked his w

ay into the hearts of the young sters..”                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                —

 The Ludlow
 R

egister

“A m
arvelous dancer and m

im
e, he is also a brilliant storyteller.” —

Vue M
agazine, 

                                                                                                                                                          C
anada

“W
hat keeps you w

atching is his fl uid m
ovem

ent and convincing ability for act ing 
out the visual im

agery of an encounter.”                              —
Edm

onton Journal, C
anada, ’97

“B
ob E. Thom

as fi nds a w
arm

ly entertaining off-the-w
all energy som

ew
here                 

be tw
een M

r. R
ogers and R

obin W
illiam

s.”                                                —
Edm

onton Journal

“Tap artist and com
ic genius B

ob Thom
as.” —

 W
ayne Self, N

ew
 England Arts Foundation

B
ob E. Thom

as is w
ell know

n as a w
riter and perform

er of original storytelling and dance 
program

s for children, fam
ilies and adults. H

is show
s feature creative, exciting and often funny 

stories show
casing his m

any rem
arkable talents and skills. H

is program
s are a unique m

ix of 
storytelling, theater, m

ovem
ent, m

im
e, sound effects, and dance.

H
is m

ost popular and acclaim
ed program

s for children and fam
ilies are W

hen the A
nim

als 
D

anced w
ith a costum

e-play featuring children from
 the audience; Larry B

lotter and The 
Sorcerer’s Poem

, a fun and gentle spoof of the H
arry P

otter stories w
ith lots of clever hum

or, 
participation, costum

es, and fun; and G
enerations: G

randm
a, Vaudeville &

 M
e in w

hich B
ob tells 

of learning to tap dance from
 an old Vaudeville dancer and perform

s the B
uck-and-W

ing.

In addition to his fam
ily show

s, B
ob has w

ritten and toured tw
o successful solo m

onologue 
&

 dance show
s for adults.  H

is aw
ards include a 1997 “C

ritic’s C
hoice” at the Edm

onton 
Theater Fringe and a C

ritic’s “Top Ten” at the O
rlando International Theater Fringe. 

B
ob is also w

ell know
n as director of The K

am
ikaze Jitterbugs. The K

am
ikaze Jitterbugs 

danced w
ith the B

oston Pops O
rchestra on July Fourth 1995 for a live audience of 325,000 and 

a national TV
 audience, w

ith the S
an A

ntonio S
ym

phony P
ops and Jacksonville (Florida) P

ops to 
standing ovations, at the N

ew
port Jazz Festival, and in A

sia w
ith the A

rtie Shaw
 O

rchestra.

B
ob is on faculty teaching tap dance at D

ean C
ollege, and faculty previous to that at R

oger 
W

illiam
s U

niversity for four years.  H
e’s also taught m

aster classes at M
ilton A

cadem
y, H

arvard 
U

niversity, The A
m

erican C
ollege D

ance Festival (A
C

D
F), B

oston U
niversity, and M

IT.
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W
hen the Anim

als Danced 
was per form

ed in in these 
towns and cities:

Attleborough
Carlisle
Chester
Chesterfield
Clinton
Cohasset
Conway
Deerfield
E. Bridgewater
Eastham
Fall River
Fitchburg
G

roveland
Holbrook
Hopkinton
Hubbardston

Longm
eadow

M
edway

M
ethuen

M
ontgom

ery
Newburyport
North Attleboro
Norton
O

range
Plainville
Seekonk
Sheffield
Stoneham
Sunderland
Tewksbury
W

estborough
W

ilm
ington

W
hen T

he A
nimals D

anced

  “W
hen the A

n i m
als 

D
anced” perform

ed by 
B

ob E. Th o m
as, w

ill be 
held at the N

orton Li brary, 
68 East M

ain St., on    Fri-
 day, July 14 at 10:30 a.m

.  
A

dm
ission is free.

    The program
 in cludes 

“Q
uick Sand,” an orig i nal 

story featuring sand-    danc-
 ing to create the sounds of 
lo co m

o tives, sand storm
s, 

and booby-trapped pyr-
 a m

ids. 
    “The D

ancing R
oost er” 

fea tures B
ob as an         out-

 ra geous ly cos tum
ed roost er 

w
ho does a          hilarious 

Sw
an Lake bal let and great 

tap dance. 
   “W

hen the A
n i m

als 
D

anced” is a sto ry fea tur ing 
chil dren from

 the     au-
 di ence w

ho, w
ear ing stuffed 

an i m
als, assum

e the roles 
of hom

e sick zoo     anim
als 

from
 far aw

ay and friend ly 
zoo an i m

als from
 nearby. 

   D
uring the story au di ence 

m
em

 bers provide rhyth m
ic 

ac com
 pa ni m

ent on hand-
held in stru m

ents.  W
hen 

the hom
e sick an i m

als are 
in vit ed to share sto ries and 
danc es w

ith the local an-

 i m
als, they re al ize they have new

 friends.  A
ll the 

chil dren dance to geth er in the story pro gram
’s 

fi  na le, “Stayin’ A
live.”



By Susan Greenleaf Contributing 
Writ er

SHREWSBURY - Though a recent 
Fri day was hot and sultry, a group of 
30 school-age children and their parents 
didn’t seem to notice. In the children’s 
room at the Shrewsbury Public Library, 
the group was entertained with a unique 
performance by Bob E. Thomas, in-
 volv ing storytelling, dance, music and 
mono logues at “Paul Bunyon’s Polka 
Party.” The event was spon sored by the 
Shrewsbury Cultural Coun cil.
    Thomas and his family now live in 
Mas sa chu setts, but he grew up in “Amish 
coun try” as he calls his native Lancaster, 
Penna. Music was his life, as his      moth-
 er was a naturally talented singer who 
taught el e men ta ry school music   and 
di rect ed a choir in which he took part. 
He has a degree in music theory, but also 
loves to write and dance,      weaving both 
into his pro duc tions in       an imag i na tive 
way that cap tures the   attention of young 
and old alike.
    All productions are written by Th o mas 
and focus on important cultural issues, 
such as re spon si bil i ty, honesty and the 
im por tance of education. For example, 
his Paul Bunyon show began with an 
enthralling sto ry of the ways of the 
early settlers and Native Amer i cans, 
con trast ing the past cul ture of the land 
vs. the culture of today.
    “What do we really value in our cul ture 
today? It’s scary stuff that we’re all shut-
 ting down, staying home. There’s no sense 
of com mu ni ty anymore,” Thomas said.
   He performed a funny parody about 
how life is like baseball, bringing gig gles 

and laughter from the adults as well as chil dren.
     “I like to make people feel that, however dif fer ent we 
are from each other, we really have a lot in com mon,” 
he said. “The more specifi c I get with my own wacky 
points of view, the more people can identify.”
     The best part of the show was the closing when many 
of the children donned costumes to act out a drama as 
Th o mas com i cal ly told of Paul Bunyon saving the town 
library from a greedy mayor and businessman who 
want ed to turn it into a bank.   “The library is about the 
only free place to go anymore,” he said. “I’m making fun 

of society’s obsession with mon ey.”
     At the fi nale, Thomas had almost all the 
chil dren on stage, dancing the “Polka” to steps 
and hand motions they learned from him in a 
mat ter of minutes.  
     Thomas’ performing career start ed 20 years 
ago when he met his wife, “Idy,” at her dance 
school. “She hired me to be a dance teacher,” 
he said with a smile, “and we even tu al ly 
mar ried.”
     The artistic couple danced as a duo, tour ing 
Tai wan and Hong Kong with the Artie Shaw 
Band. A highlight of their career was when 
they swing danced for the “Glenn Mill er Trib-
ute” with the Boston Pops on July 4, 1995.
     The couple performs an educational show 
en ti tled, Roots of American Dance, during 
the win ter months for schoolchildren. “I 
call it the `African-European Synthesis.’ It 
trac es the roots of American dance from about 
1850-1940.”
    Explaining how his shows for children 
evolved, Thomas said, “I became a danc er 
as a fun thing, but I always liked writing. I 
start ed with adult monologue shows nine or 
10 years ago, work ing the theater festivals 
most ly in Can a da, where people  have a great 
ap pre ci a tion for live per form ers.” 
     “But once I had a child, I need ed to stay 
clos er to home,” Thomas added. Having Mi-
cha el or “Spike,” as the couple nick named 
their son, in spired Th o mas to write with chil-
 dren in mind. For the last six years, Thomas 
has pro duced chil dren’s monologues, testing 
the script with his son and himself.
       Thomas’ productions are often funded by 
grants through the var i ous local cul tur al coun-
 cils and the Massachusetts Cultural Council. 
For more information, Thomas can be reached 
at his website www.bobethomas.com or  by 
email at bob@bobethomas.com

Bob E Thomas mesmerized the children at the performance of 
his storytelling and dance program at the Shrewsbury Library.



W
hen the A

nimals D
anced

B
ob E. Thom

as
73 A

dam
s Ave

W
est N

ew
ton M

A  02465
w

w
w

.D
ancingStoryteller.com

(617) 733-9298

It w
as a scorching af ter noon 

on Friday, but B
ob Thom

as 
perform

ed his heart out for the 
30-plus children w

ho show
ed 

up for his per for m
ance at the 

Stoneham
 Public Li brary.

The show
 started out w

ith 
storytelling about the far aw

ay 
land of Egypt and the search 
for the lost trea sure. Thom

as 
used sand (from

 Egypt, of 
course) to pro duce various 
sound ef fects through out the 
sto ry. The children seem

ed 
al m

ost un der a m
agical spell 

as Th o m
as w

eaved his tale. 
The story ended w

ith the her-
 o ine fi nding the trea sure and 
returning hom

e safely.
N

ext, Thom
as dressed up as 

a rooster, com
plete w

ith beak, 
legs and crow

n for a story 
about “C

lucky the roost er” 
w

ho w
anted to be a fam

ous 
actor. C

lucky tried to ballet 
dance (“Sw

an Lake”!) his w
ay 

into the hearts of his barn yard 
friends, only to em

 bar rass 
him

self by fall ing dow
n “a 

m
illion tim

es.” C
lucky de-

 cid ed that he w
ould try to 

“feel” the m
u sic and ex press 

him
 self through it.  The result 

w
as som

e very sm
ooth tap 

dancing to en thu si as tic ap plause.
Then it w

as tim
e to bring in the volunteers, in-

 volv ing several children (and one very brave m
om

) 
from

 the audience. It w
as the sto ry of several w

ild 
anim

als that lived in the zoo. They did their rou tines 
every day for the vis i tors to the zoo, but nev er felt 
that they w

ere “hom
e.” Each tim

e they had a chance 
to leave, none of them

 w
ould go w

ithout the others.
A

fter a w
hile, several dom

esticated an i m
als vis it ed 

the zoo and asked the other anim
als to join them

 in 
a dance. W

hen they did, they fi  nal ly felt that they 
w

ere “hom
e.” The m

oral to the story w
as “If you’re 

Bob Thom
as razzle-dazzles at Stone

w
ith your friends, singing, 

and dancing, then


